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evolution of social institutions and the
growth of human ideas. There was no
trace of what, for want of a better word,
we must call weltgesch/ichte. Each event
recorded was regarded as isolated, uncon-
nected, either as cause or as effect, with
what followed or with what had gone before.

In the new method all this has been
changed. The personal details, the stories
of battles, the perfidies of courts, have
faded into insignificance. To the eye of
the scholar, who is learning year by year
to have a clearer vision of the great
panorama of the history of mankind, the
matters that loom largest are the social
institutions, the religious beliefs, the scien-
tific attainments, and the philosophical ideas,
which continue steady in their growth and
influence, while dynasties rise and fall.

Documents, studied so long from the
purely linguistic, or literary, or artistic points
of view, are eagerly searched afresh for the
evidence, so long neglected, that they throw
upon these newer problems. Each new
document, as it comes to light, and yields